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"The delicacy of tubes.
The authority of transistors."  

Concept 60 Power Amplifier 
New Product ==> Winter CES, January 1997 

$4,400.- 
 
The Concept  60 is  the culminat ion of  our  effor t  to  design the ul t imate  “f inesse” 
amplif ier .   I t  is  designed for  use  with  medium-to-high eff ic iency speakers  that  
can benefi t  f rom truly  superb detai l ,  soundstaging,  micro-dynamics,  and tonal  
puri ty .  
 
In  designing the Concept  60 ,  we traded off  power for  f inesse ,  and took ful l  
advantage of  our  f reedom from high-power design.  
 
One re ta i ler  s ta ted i t  well :   “This  amplif ier  represents  a  ser ious a l ternat ive to  
the f iner  tube amplif iers  - -  including "single  ended" --  that  have become so 
popular .    Your Concept  60 has  the same aspirat ion and del ivers  the  same 
package;   beauty over  brawn.”   
 
During design,  we didn’t  le t  ourselves  worry about mythical  power ra t ings that  
are  only valuable  in  advert is ing.   The Concept  60  was designed for  one purpose 
only,  to  be the c leanest ,  purest ,  most  enjoyable  sounding amplif ier  we could 
develop --  a t  a  reasonable  pr ice  of  course .  
 
Grant  Lenahan,  the  lead archi tect ,  d iscussed the advantages of  modest-power 
design:  

“Designing for  modest  power,  in  th is  case 60 watts ,  a l lowed us  
to  opt imize many aspects  of  the  C-60’s  design that  we could 
not  have opt imized at  150 or  200 watts  per  channel .   For  
example,  i t  runs a  much higher  level  of  c lass-A and the c ircui ts  
are  intr insical ly  quieter .   The laws of  nature  are  s imply on 
your  s ide,  i f  you can l ive  with  60 watts .”  

 
At  the same t ime,  we used “dream parts”  l iberal ly  in  the c ircui t  and power 
supply.   For  example,  there  are  extraordinari ly  good capaci tors  and resis tors  
used in  the Concept  60  that  we previously  found cost  prohibi t ive.   In  this  
product ,  their  pr ice  is  just i f ied.  
 
Despite  a l l  th is  ta lk  of  t rading off  power for  performance,  le t  us  assure  you that  
the  Concept  60 wil l  dr ive most  loads easi ly .   Not  only is  i t  a  very “powerful”  
sounding 60 watts  per  channel ;  i t  wil l  a lso  del iver  120 watts  in  4  ohm loads and 
240 into  2-ohms.   And,  l ike  a l l  Sonogy power amplif iers ,  i ts  output  s tage is  
uncondit ional ly  s table  in to  diff icul t  react ive loads.  
 
In  their  u l t imate  configurat ion,  a  pair  of  Concept  60s can be operated as  fu l ly  
balanced monoblocks ,  del iver ing 240 watts  each.  
 
In  the race to  bui ld  ever  more powerful  amplif iers ,  we have chosen a  different  
path .   Audit ion the Concept  60  today,  and enjoy a  new level  of  musical  puri ty .  


